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Q: What do these features of our County all have in common?

Roads

Meadows

Watersheds

Forests

Bridges



A: They are infrastructure that must be maintained 

Forests need maintenance just like roads. When we 
are behind on our maintenance, we are all at risk… WUI 

Home



And now we have a PROBLEM…

We haven’t done our maintenance as 
stewards of this land…





92% of Nevada 
County residents 

live high fire 
hazard severity 

zones



Community is the Thread 
tying OES work together

Protection of Life and Property



Prevent and contain wildfires
47%

Reduce flammable brush 
countywide

21%

Improve emergency evacuation 
routes
12%Recruit and retain qualified 

firefighters and paramedics
4%

Improve enforcement of illegal 
transient camping and improve 

fire safety laws
9%

Maintain emergency 
communications and early warning 

systems
5%

Help seniors and disabled residents 
improve defensible space

2%

Top Priority 

OES takes the 
lead from the 
community…



OES takes the lead from the community…

Shaded Fuel Breaks Reduce:
• The number of trees (stand density)
• The height to live tree-tops (live crown)
• The number of little trees (saplings)
• The amount of brush (surface fuels)

Shaded Fuel Breaks Are Not 
Fire Breaks:

• They are NOT areas where all vegetation 
has been removed down to mineral soil

Prevent and Contain Wildfires: Shaded Fuel Breaks 



OES takes the lead from the community…

CAL FIRE has identified 9 
priority shaded fuel break 
projects comprising 
~9,000 acres in Western 
Nevada County.

In Eastern Nevada County 
an additional 9 projects 
comprising 9,000 acres 
have been identified by 
local fire experts. 

How Many Are Needed?

At 4,000 per acre that is $72 million 
in work that needs to be done. 
Whew! That is a lot of grants!



Priority Shaded Fuel Breaks
1. South Yuba Rim: 6,000 acre planning area, ~800-acre 

treatment. FEMA HMGP & SNC proposals under review.

2. Deer Creek: 1,600 acres. FEMA HMGP proposal under 
review (Fire Safe Council of Nevada County is the applicant). 

3. Ponderosa Phase 2: 600 acres. FY22 Congressionally 
Directed Spending and County match are secured.

4. Ponderosa Phase 1: 1,087 acres. CAL FIRE grant closed out 
March 15, 2022; FY23 Congressionally Directed Spending 
request for maintenance has advanced to budget. 

5. Woodpecker Ravine: 414 acres. CAL FIRE funding is 
secured. Estimated start is October 2023. 

6. South County: 339 acres. CAL FIRE funding is secured. 
Estimated start is October 2022. 



Fire History and Priority Projects 



South Yuba Rim Shaded Fuel Break 



Deer Creek Shaded Fuel Break 



Ponderosa West Grass Valley
Shaded Fuel Break, 
Phase 1 and Phase 2



Ponderosa West Grass Valley
Shaded Fuel Break, 
Phase 1 and Phase 2



Woodpecker Ravine 
Shaded Fuel Break



South County Shaded 
Fuel Break



Maintenance Pays!

Year 1, Implementation 
$4,000 per acre

Year 6, Maintenance
$500 per acre

Year 3, Maintenance 
$1,000 per acre

~$8,000 per 
acre over 20 
years

Year 1, Implementation 
$4,000 per acre

Year 6, Implementation 
$4,000 per acre

Year 11, Implementation 
$4,000 per acre

~$20,000 per 
acre over 20 
years

Scenario 1: Routine Maintenance

Scenario 2: Periodic Re-Implementation



Questions?
Alex Keeble-Toll, M.A., M.Sc., Senior Analyst, Office of Emergency Services
alex.keeble-toll@nevadacountyca.gov

Alessandra Zambrano, M.S., Community Wildfire Coordinator, Office of Emergency Services
alessandra.zambrano@nevadacountyca.gov

mailto:alex.keeble-toll@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:alessandra.zambrano@nevadacountyca.gov
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